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representing Christ, not as the mere abstract, grace-conferring
Redeemer of Paul, nor yet as the mere Teacher and Revealer
of Justin and the other Apologists, but as the Teacher,.
Redeemer, and Exemplar of Paul and John combined, Irenasus
was enabled to give a fresh start to the Christian Scheme of
Salvation on its way to further stages of evolution.

The general outline of his scheme will perhaps be best seen
by an analogy.    For in the same way as in a railway train
which is about to run into an obstruction on the line, the
salvation of the passengers will depend on the driver's reversing
the engine and returning from point to point by the way he
came; so in the scheme of Irenaeus, Jesus is made to take the
first and main step towards the salvation of men by reversing
the incidents of the Fall, point by point.    Irenseus draws out
the parallel at  length,   and with almost mystic significance.
Among other particulars he tells us that just as Adam pro-
ceeded from the Virgin Earth, so Jesus proceeded from the
Virgin Mary; as Eve was disobedient, so Mary was obedient;.
as Adam was tempted in the Garden, so Jesus was tempted in
the "Wilderness; as Adam succumbed to temptation and there-
by transmitted to us mortality, so Jesus triumphed over tempt-
ation and brought to us everlasting life.    Again, as Adam fell
through unbelief and disobedience to the God who made him,
so Jesus conquered through faith and obedience to the Father
who sent him.    While Satan, again, worked through guile,
villainy, and hate; Jesus worked through truth, sincexity, and
love, and so on.    Jesus having done all this for us, and having,
as Irenseus is so fond of reiterating, become man  for us  in
order that we might become as he is, OUT part in salvation
accordingly consists in our following in his footsteps and 're-
capitulating/ as it were, his example of obedience and virtue
point for point at each and every stage of our lives, in child-
hood, youth, and maturity; and  so reversing like him the
disobedience of our First Parents*    And the power which is to
enable us to effect this is to come not through knowledge as